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CatRescue saves over 100 cats in 3 months 
 
Small volunteer program proves it can be done  

Sydney, NSW. May 12, 2006 Sydney group "CatRescue" has shown what can be done with 
very little money or experience, but an immense amount of determination, by saving 100 
homeless and forgotten cats in it's "Stranded 55" Program, raising the bar for community 
based animal management. 

In just 3 months, starting with nothing, CatRescue has created one of the largest rescue 
networks in the country. 

How a small network of houses changed the rules. 

The CatRescue program was the brain child of IT Consultant Derek Knox and animal welfare 
worker Kelly Lachman, who met on a street corner in suburban Gladesville. It was initially set 
up to support a local animal charity "WLPA" to help find homes for a number of rescued 
animals. 

"We started in January with little money or support but were suddenly inundated with 
homeless and at times critically ill cats" said Derek Knox, manager of the CatRescue 
program. "We approached our community for support by putting some flyers up in the local 
area and the response of the general public was amazing" 

We launched our website www.catrescue.com.au which provided a marketing vehicle to 
advertise animals looking for new homes and to tell their story. 

"The first weeks were a hellish 24/7 task of cleaning, feeding and medicating whilst putting 
up our CatRescue posters around town in the dead of night, looking for supporters" 

"During that first few weeks CatRescue found a core group of supporters and from there it 
has grown to a large support base of caring and like minded individuals that have helped 
meet this incredible goal" 

“CatRescue has received over 2 tonne of food and litter donations from individuals at ACP, 
KPMG, Lion Nathan and other organisations.  

Why was the program successful 

"We rely on a network of trained carers who can take in and mind 1-2 rescued cats/kittens in 
their homes, until they are responsibly rehomed under supervision. This provides the best 
possible chance of rehabilitation and care for the cats, and substantially reduces our costs. 
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The carers also get to bond with the cats and are therefore very selective about who they 
allow them to finally live with." 

The success of the program is also due to simple A4 posters that advertise animals needing 
homes and our programs in notice boards around Sydney. Each week many volunteers print 
these and post them on community and workplace notice boards.  

"CatRescue doesn’t operate a central shelter, we rely on the goodwill and support of the 
community to help these abandoned animals, and we have shown that it can be done" Said 
Kelly Lachman,  

CatRescue has no flashy offices, million dollar bequests or op shops. It relies purely on 
volunteers to re-home cats that are often left behind by other groups. 

"We ensure all carers sign contracts, establish standards of care and complete a training 
program. We have learned a great deal from Monika's Doggie Rescue to see how this is best 
achieved" 

What are some of the hardest aspects of the job 

"Caring for animals who have become unnecessarily sick would have to be one of the saddest 
aspects of the job" Said Kelly Lachman. "If a simple illness is left untreated by irresponsible 
people, the animal who has also had the stress and anxiety of abandonment can face 
permanent health problems or even death.”  

"Dealing with People" Said Derek Knox. "We take many calls every day from people wanting 
to dump cats, and we are treated like a pest control service". "As a community group 
CatRescue has proved that everyone is capable of being responsible and doing the right 
thing, but they just want the easy way out, if we can rehome 100 cats, they can rehome 5" 
Said Mr Knox. 

Dealing with the great unwanted 

Many of the Cats that CatRescue have saved would have been euthanized in a normal 
shelter. Funky cats with one eye, one leg, skin problems, and chronic flu infections. Tortoise 
shell and black kittens. Adult cats and those with temperament issues.   

“In one day we rehomed 2 one eyed cats, a completely unbalanced cat and a three legged 
cat, but we know the people who adopted will love them for the special attention and 
affection they will bring. 

Many of these cats required more intense and special care but returned that love though 
rehabilitation into loving new homes. Rehoming a kitten is straight forward . . . rehoming a 
special cat with one eye can take a little longer, you just have to have the courage to try. 

What advice can you give to the general public to help reduce this ongoing 
problem? 

"Desex your animals" Said Kelly Lachman. "Cats can get pregnant at 4 months, and are most 
fertile immediately after giving birth."  
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CatRescue believes in Mandatory Desexing, and Microchipping. CatRescue does not support 
the sale of Animals in Pet Shops. We believe the Companion Animals Act should include the 
ability to limit capacity for animal hoarders and have greater penalties for cruelty. 

What about people who are looking to hand a cat in to a shelter 

Handing a cat into a shelter or pound is most likely a death sentence, that’s just the reality.   

We have proven that with a small amount of time and effort you can save a cat’s 
life. You don’t need anything more than $1 a day in food, a space the size of a 
bathroom and access to a printer and you will find homes for an abandoned animal. 
Take charge, take a day out of your life, or a week, it will be the most rewarding 
experience you ever have. 

For more information please contact 
 
- Derek Knox derek@catrescue.com.au 0400 117 287 
- Kelly Lachman kelly@catrescue.com.au 0416 940 852 


